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HEALTH — DRUG AND VACCINE SUPPLY 
280. Hon JIM CHOWN to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Health: 
The pharmaceutical drugs Fentanyl and Remifentanil are both used as part of anaesthesia to help prevent pain 
during and after surgery or other medical procedures and are essential to our healthcare system. 
(1) Is the Minister for Health aware of the recurrent shortages of these drugs in the public hospital system? 
(2) What is the cause of these recurrent shortages? 
(3) Why is there a waiting list for at-risk groups to access the meningococcal vaccine? 
(4) How does the minister intend to rectify the shortage in the health system of these critical drugs and 

vaccines? 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. The Department of Health has provided the 
following advice. 
(1) Yes; public hospitals and the Department of Health are aware of the shortages. 
(2) Unspecified manufacturing issues for some brands led to increased demand for other brands. 
(3) There is no waiting list for at-risk groups to receive the meningococcal vaccine. I confirm that there is no 

meningococcal vaccine shortage for the government-funded programs. WA Health offers the following 
meningococcal vaccines to the eligible groups. 
WA Health offers the meningococcal ACWY vaccine to all individuals aged 15 to 19 years. These 
vaccines are currently administered primarily through high schools, at community health centres and 
Aboriginal medical services, and, starting in school term 3, will also be administered at university medical 
centres. There is no shortage of the meningococcal ACWY vaccine. 
All infants aged 12 months are eligible to receive the Menitorix—haemophilus influenzae type b and 
meningococcal C—combination vaccine. There is no shortage of this vaccine. 
Eligible post-splenectomy patients can receive the WA-funded meningococcal ACWY—Menveo—
vaccine. There is no shortage of this vaccine. 
The meningococcal B vaccine is not part of the WA or national immunisation schedule. People wishing 
to have the meningococcal B vaccine can access it via their general practitioner. There was a shortage of 
this vaccine in the private market and this shortage was resolved on 6 June 2017. 

(4) Hospitals are taking actions accordingly, based on clinical need. This includes accessing emergency 
stocks, conserving existing stockholdings, using alternative products—drugs, brands or strengths—as 
necessary and monitoring the supply situation closely. 

There is no shortage of meningococcal vaccines within the health system. There is a shortage of one brand 
of meningococcal ACWY vaccine—Menveo—in the private market. However, it is important to note that 
alternative brands of meningococcal ACWY vaccine are available. 
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